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SPATTERN Webinar on
Spa Settlements and
Thermal Heritage

The University of Belgrade - Faculty of Architecture,

within the framework of the SPATTERN research project, is
organizing the international webinar SPATTERN Webinar on
Spa Settlements and Thermal Heritage, which will be held
online on 2 June 2026.

The webinar is conceived as an international research

forum dedicated to contemporary perspectives on spa
settlements, thermal heritage, and the multiple relationships
between landscape, health, culture, and urban development.
Bringing together researchers and projects from several
European countries, the event aims to open a dialogue on
methodological approaches, spatial transformations, heritage
interpretation, and future development frameworks related to
thermal environments and spa territories.

The webinar will gather representatives of ongoing
international initiatives and research projects from Spain,
Italy, Greece, Poland, Romania, Czech Republic and Serbia,
creating a platform for comparative exchange and future
collaboration.

The program is structured through two thematic sessions.
The first session will focus on historical, cultural, and spatial
perspectives on thermal landscapes and spa environments,
while the second session will address contemporary
approaches, urban transformation processes, and future-
oriented research and digital methodologies. The webinar
will conclude with a closed discussion session among
project representatives dedicated to exploring possibilities
for future networking, consortium building, and joint
international funding initiatives. The webinar represents
one of the activities through which the SPATTERN project
continues to develop international scientific exchange and
comparative research on spa settlements as complex urban,
environmental, and cultural systems.
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Future Heritage of Spa
Settlements: Digital
Platform for Advancing
Knowledge and
Innovation in Urban
Morphology Approach
for Environmentally-
Sensitive Development
in Serbia

Spa settlements represent complex urban systems shaped
through the long-term interactions between natural healing
resources, landscape structures, therapeutic practices,
cultural heritage, and processes of urban transformation.
Despite their significant spatial, environmental, and socio-
cultural value, contemporary spa settlements frequently
face fragmented development, insufficient integration of
heritage and environmental resources, and the absence of
comprehensive analytical tools capable of supporting their
sustainable future development.

The SPATTERN project — Digital Platform for Advancing
Knowledge and Innovation in Urban Morphology Approach
for Environmentally-Sensitive Development of Serbian Spa
Settlements — develops a comparative and interdisciplinary
research framework dedicated to the analysis, interpretation,
and visualization of urban patterns in spa settlements across
Serbia. Grounded in urban morphology, heritage studies,
environmental analysis, and digital spatial methodologies,
the project investigates spa settlements as multi-layered and
dynamic environments shaped by the interrelations between
natural systems, built structures, public spaces, therapeutic
landscapes, and everyday spatial practices.



The research integrates the analysis of 38 spa settlements in
Serbia, including comparative investigations of selected role-
model settlements, through the development of georeferenced
spatial databases, typological classifications, and digital
visualization tools. Particular attention is directed toward
identifying recurring urban patterns, relationships between
environmental sensitivity and urban development, as well

as the potentials of digital platforms to support comparative
research, planning processes, heritage interpretation, and
future decision-making.

By combining urban morphology approaches with digital
methods and interdisciplinary spatial analysis, the
SPATTERN project aims to contribute to the understanding
of spa settlements as future heritage environments and to
support the development of more integrated, sustainable, and
knowledge-based approaches to spa urbanism.
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